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PATTY LOU ABELL, 48
February 06, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Patty Lou Abell, 48, passed away on Saturday, Jan. 29, 2005, at her residence in Kalispell.

She was born on March 2, 1956, in Spring�eld, Ore., the daughter of John Andrew and Edna May (Platt)
Thomas. Patty attended schools in Spring�eld and graduated from Thurston High School in the class of 1974.

In 1981, she was united in marriage to Brad Abell in Columbia Falls. They later divorced.

She worked as a custodian at Plum Creek for a number of years. She later went to work in housekeeping at
Kalispell Regional Medical Center and worked until retiring for health purposes.

She enjoyed horseback riding and hunting and being in the outdoors. She was a past member of the America
Quarter Horse Association.

She was preceded in death by her parents and a sister.

She is survived by her daughter, Christina Sires and her husband, Jesse, of Ft. Wainwright, Ark.; three
grandchildren, Tyler, Gavin and Lauren, all of Ft. Wainwright; her son, Michael Carmen Burgoyne of Kalispell;
one sister, Linda VanKampen of Marcola, Ore.; and two brothers, Barry Thomas and Michael Thomas both, of
Oregon.

Memorial services will be held 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 8, at Johnson Mortuary Chapel with the Rev. Bud
Bowers o�ciating. There will be no visitation.

The family suggests that any memorial contributions be sent to the charity of the donor's choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Johnson Mortuary and Crematory.
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JOE ABBRESCIA
February 20, 2005 at 5:00 am |

The world lost one of its most revered artists and teachers when Joe Abbrescia passed away on Feb. 17,
2005, after a recent battle with cancer.

In a career that spanned �ve decades, Joe became respected around the world as one of the �nest
impressionist painters of the 20th century and, as many art critics believe, among the best of all time. His
mastery reached not only into the art of painting and draftsmanship, but he was also recognized for his
pioneering and discoveries in the science of color harmonies and innovative design concepts.

Joe was a Renaissance man who maintained, in the modern era, a tradition of virtuosity and versatility best
known among his fellow Italian painters of the 15th and 16th centuries.

Joe began life on Oct. 1, 1936, as a New Yorker, then became a Chicago virtuoso as a young artist and teacher.
His last stop was in Montana where, for the last three decades, he and his wife Sue established Abbrescia Fine
Art & Pottery Studios. Their two adult sons, Joey and Tony, also live in Kalispell, along with daughter-in-law,
Martha, and two granddaughters, Nicole and Jessika.

Sue, well known for her distinctive ceramic artworks, also ran the family business which left Joe free to pursue
his many artistic interests. Joe often mentioned to his friends that whatever success his family enjoys is the
result of a team e�ort. "Sue does all the work," Joe once told a friend, "and she's sacri�ced a lot of what she
wanted to do just to keep us a�oat. I had the easy part - I just made art."

Born of strong family support and a monumental talent, Joe's body of masterworks continues to enhance
private collections and museums in the West and around the world.

The public record of Joe's accomplishments and activities �lls many pages with Best of Show, People's Choice,
Artists' Choice, and Artist of the Year awards, national one-man shows, special public and private commissions.
He has been featured in virtually every major art magazine in the country and his name is a cornerstone in
every "Who's Who" publication related to the arts. Authors of painting instructional books regularly feature
Joe's works as models to aspire to for beginners as well as seasoned professionals.

Joe also felt strongly about teaching and sharing his encyclopedic knowledge and artistic insights with others.
He told more than one of his students, "I love teaching because I learn so much from it." Not long after he
became a professional artist, Joe established the Village Art School in 1967, in Skokie, Ill., near Chicago, where
for two decades he mentored students from around the world. The school attracted veteran artists and
beginners alike, and was soon recognized as one of the �nest centers for art education in America.

In recent weeks he remarked to a friend that, among his few regrets, he wished he'd done more teaching.
Equal among his remarkable accomplishments, however, are the living artists inspired and instructed by Joe's
exceptional talents as teacher and mentor.



9/23/2018 Daily Inter Lake - Obituaries, Joe Abbrescia

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-1c0395f3-e12f-5a4a-8567-68696537cb65.html 2/3

One of Joe's better known students is local artist, Mark Ogle, an accomplished and successful landscape
painter in his own right. "Joe taught me not only how to paint, but he helped me understand painting and art
as a profession, as a lifelong process of study and experimentation and re�nement of the craft," Mark recalls.
"If it hadn't been for Joe, I wouldn't be here doing what I'm doing right now. Joe was - and always will be - my
mentor, teacher, inspiration, model, and friend. His human form may be gone now, but his spirit is very much
alive and well in me and thousands of others who know him and his work."

Other relatives include brothers, Dominick and John, their wives, Berit and Gloria; nephews, John Michael
Abbrescia and Vincent Abbrescia; nieces, Sabrina Abbrescia Feinberg, Michelle Berkheiser Cobb and Courtney
Skony; and in-laws, Stephen and Carol Skony and Alan and Irene Berkheiser.

Visitation on Monday, Feb. 21, will be at the Johnson Mortuary from 3 to 6 p.m. Funeral mass will be 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at St. Matthew's Catholic Church.
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MARJORIE MAXINE PALMERTON
ABSALONSON, 82
April 19, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

Marjorie Maxine Palmerton Absalonson, 82, passed away on Saturday, April 16, 2005, at Immanuel
Lutheran Home in Kalispell.

Maxine was born on June 30, 1922, in East Glacier to John and Lena (Salois) Morley. She grew up and attended
school in Cut Bank.

After high school, she attended business school in LaCrosse, Wis. Maxine had a very long career as a tax
consultant and accountant.

Maxine married Jack Palmerton in 1945 in Portland. They made their home in Seattle. Jack passed away in
1964.

She married Elmer Absalonson in 1991. They made their home in Kalispell.

Her hobbies included knitting and listening to classical music.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her �rst husband, and her sister, Virginia Moen.

She is survived by her husband, Elmer; daughter Susan Palmerton; niece Christine Playstead; nephew Corky
Moen; stepdaughter Laurie Cunningham and her husband, Charles; and stepgrandchildren Michael, Matthew
and Elaine Gilman.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m. today (Tuesday, April 19) at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home.

Funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, at Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home, with the Rev. Rudy
Bullman o�ciating. Burial will follow at C.E. Conrad Memorial Cemetery.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is caring for the family.
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CORNELIA SHERMAN ADDINGTON, 92
May 13, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Cornelia Sherman Addington, 92, died on Friday May 6, 2005, at Immanuel Lutheran Home in Kalispell.

She was born on Oct. 4, 1912, in Polson where her parents were homesteading. Later they moved to Kalispell
where she and her two sisters, and two brothers were raised. She attended Central School, and graduated
from Flathead County High School. During the summers of her 16th and 17th years she was the hostess at
Many Glacier Hotel in Glacier Park. She attended the University of Washington in Seattle.

After college she went on to be the head designer at the Kickernick Lingerie Company in Minneapolis for many
years. She also was an interior decorator in San Diego.

In 1952 she married Jack Ensign Addington in Los Angeles. They were both ordained ministers and together co-
founded two large churches in San Diego. They also co-founded the Abundant Living Foundation, which
published the Abundant Living magazine and other literature. This foundation brought their teachings to
thousands in the United States, Canada and throughout the world.

Cornelia co-authored and edited many books with her husband, Jack Addington. These include "Psychogenesis
… Everything Begins in Mind," "The Hidden Mystery of the Bible," "Your Needs Met," "How to Love and be
Loved," "The Perfect Power Within You," "All About Prosperity and How You Can Prosper," The Wonder-
working Power of God," "The Secret of Healing," "Life Never Dies," and "The Joy of Meditation," most of which
are still in print, and have been printed in many di�erent languages throughout the world.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Jack, in 1999.

She is survived by her daughter, Barbara and her husband, Jim Jacoby, of Chicago; son, David and his wife,
Lissa Addington, of Tripp Island, S.C.; one sister, Dorothy and her husband, Gene McGlenn, of Kalispell;
grandchildren, Jim and his wife, Dawn Jacoby, of Chicago, Sam Addington, and Cynthia and her husband, Brian
Davis.

Memorial services will be held at a later date.

The family requests that in lieu of �owers memorials may be sent to your favorite charity.

Bu�alo Hill Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements and cremation.



9/20/2018 Daily Inter Lake - Obituaries, Robert Lee 'Bob' Adsit, 76

http://www.dailyinterlake.com/archive/article-f9422e1f-e7d1-53be-bb10-fb111d5f90a3.html 1/2

ROBERT LEE 'BOB' ADSIT, 76
September 01, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Robert Lee "Bob" Adsit, 76, of Polson, passed away Wednesday, Aug. 30, 2005, at Evergreen Health and
Rehabilitation Center in Polson.

Robert was born Oct. 12, 1928, in Walton, Kan., to Charles Lee Adsit and Margarite Mary Schwindt Adsit.

On Oct. 9, 1949, he married Martha June Howard, and they had �ve children, Margaret, Robert, Grace, Barbara,
Debra, and an adopted daughter, Rhonda.

Bob was raised on a farm in Kansas until his mother's death. Robert was 9 years old at the time and went to
live on a farm in Oregon with his grandparents. He graduated from college in Compton, Calif., and also took
engineering training in New York City.

Bob worked for General Dynamics Corporation as an electrical engineer in California. He was the shop steward
for the union while he was employed at General Dynamics. Working in the city was not for Bob, so he retired
and came to Montana.

On May 19, 1990, Bob married Laura B. Mueller. They lived in Ronan a short time and then moved to Polson,
where they remained. They spent several years traveling in their motor home, seeing family and attending
Good Sam events.

He was a member of the Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Polson. Laura and Bob enjoyed meals at the
senior centers and other activities provided by the centers.

Bob retained his sense of humor to the end and had many visits from friends and family.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Martha June; and daughters, Barbara Bernard and Debra
Adsit.

He is survived by his wife, Laura, of Polson; son, Robert Adsit and Bernice; daughters, Margaret Morris and
Ron, Grace Adsit, and Rhonda Jensen and Jack.

Cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be held 11 a.m. Monday, Sept. 5, at the Mount Calvary
Lutheran Church, 1608 Second St. W., in Polson, with the Rev. Aaron Stinnett o�ciating. The family suggests
memorials to the Life Savers Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 643, Polson, MT 59860; or to the donor's choice.

Arrangements are Grogan Funeral Home and Crematory of Polson.
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BEATRICE DAISY AGEE, 96
November 30, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Beatrice Daisy Agee, 96, passed away early Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2005, in Helena.

She was born in St. Joseph, Mo., on Feb. 22, 1909, the daughter of Wesley A. Dillon and Bessie (Boyd) Dillon.

She and F.M. "Sprout" Agee were married in St. Joseph on Sept. 14, 1935. He preceded her in death March 23,
2001.

Her hobbies were quilting, knitting and reading. She was a�liated with the First Christian church.

She is survived by a son, Michael B. and Ginger Agee, of Helena; and grandchildren, Mike A. Agee and Timothy
Agee of Helena, and Shannon and Zach Jones of Harlowton.

In addition to her husband and parents, she was also preceded in death by four brothers, Homer, Donald,
Raymond and Robert Dillon; and a sister, Lily Mae Dallam.

No formal services are planned.

Retz Funeral Home of Helena assisted the family with cremation arrangements.
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WILLARD STANLEY AGGSON
February 09, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Willard "Bill" Aggson passed away peacefully after a short illness, on Jan. 27, 2005, at his home in New
York City. A number of relatives had come from great distances to say goodbye.

Bill was born in Kalispell in 1927. He attended Flathead County High School, the University of Montana, Arizona
State University, and San Francisco State University.

He enjoyed working for the Park Service as a trail boy in Glacier Park. During the last years of World War II, he
was at sea in the U.S. Navy. Fluent in Russian, he later operated listening posts in Eastern Europe. He had a
long career as an educator in the California school system. He received several citations for his work with high
school dropouts.

In retirement, Bill spent much time at his beloved Ashley Lake. He also traveled all over the world … including
several trips to Nepal. At his death, family members proposed that it was easier to understand that he had just
"hiked on ahead."

A memorial service is planned for Bill at the Aggson cabin on Ashley Lake later this summer.

Bill is survived by daughter, Peggy Koen and her husband, Phil; grandchildren, Clare, Will and Ted Koen; a
brother, Tom Aggson and wife, Betty; nieces, Laura Holland, Marie Ryan and Kitty Prendergast; and nephews,
Alan Aggson and Josh Aggson.
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LOUISE CAROLYN OSTIN ALTER, 83
March 31, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Louise Carolyn Ostin Alter, 83, passed away March 26, 2005, in Salt Lake City.

Born Louise Carolyn Ostin, Nov. 21, 1921, in Los Angeles, Carolyn Alter was raised in the heart of Los Angeles
and graduated from L.A. High School. She attended the University of Southern California as well as Stanford
and graduated from the University of California, Berkeley.

She married Howard T. Ryan in 1943, and had four children, Patti, Tom, Ramon and Larry. As a devoted mother
she spent the majority of her time raising and chau�euring her children in Los Angeles.

She was an active supporter and contributor to the National Charity League and the Los Angeles Philanthropic
Society. In 1962, she became an avid sailor and a member of the California Yacht Club where she rose to the
challenge of becoming the senior executive o�cer of the Women's Auxiliary in 1979.

In 1981 she concluded her career as homemaker and declared the rearing of her children a success and at the
age of 60 took up the sports of skiing, scuba diving and long range cruising. In the following years she built a
'54 ketch, Teravanna, and spent her summers sailing with her high school sweetheart soon to be husband,
Allan Alter, between the San Juan Islands in Washington state and Anchorage, Alaska.

Due to her love and knowledge of sailing and competitions in 1984, she was selected as a judge for the wind
sur�ng events for the Olympics in Los Angeles.

In 1985, she built her �rst of three houses in Park City, Utah, where she loved the skiing almost as much as she
loved the pace and sense of community that she found here. She became a lifetime supporter of the Egyptian
Theater and served on the board as treasurer of the Park City Community Church during the time of its ground
breaking and construction at its present location on Highway 224.

Her wanderlust caused her to purchase a house on Flathead Lake in Montana with Allan where they spent
their summers sailing their Cal 22.

During the last 23 years of her life, when not sailing or skiing she was usually traveling around the world with
Allan via their favorite mode of world travel, freighters.

In 1999, she moved to Orcas Island, Wash., where she lived until Allan's death in 2003. She then moved across
the country to Pensacola, Fla., until driven out by hurricanes last year. She then returned to Park City.

Carolyn is survived by her four children, Patti and Chuck Saccio of Park City, Utah, Tom and Susan Miller of
Malibu, Calif., Dr. Ramon and Carolyn Ryan of Milton, Fla., and Larry Ryan of Brentwood, Calif.; her
grandchildren, Traci and Dennis Smith of Park City, Poett and Rodolfo Ryan of Carboni, Costa Rica, Christopher
and Francesca Soberon of Park City, and Morgan Ryan, Elijah Worley Soberon and Dylan Soberon.
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Funeral services will be held 2 p.m. at the Park City Community Church on Saturday, April 2, with interment to
follow at the Park City Cemetery.

Arrangements in care of Olpin-Hoopes Funeral Home.
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DOROTHY JANE (DONALDSON)
ANDERSON, 81
January 11, 2005 at 5:01 am | Daily Inter Lake

Dorothy Jane (Donaldson) Anderson, 81, of Kalispell, passed away on Jan. 4, 2005, at Bu�alo Hill Terrace
of natural causes. She was born on Sept. 22, 1923, in Spring Lake, N.J. She then moved to New York City
where she was raised.

In 1942, she moved with her family to Kent, Ohio, where she worked for the War Department in
communications at the Ravena Arsenal in Ravena, Ohio. It was there that she met her husband-to-be, Herb
Anderson. They were married on July 8, 1944.

Dorothy and Herb moved to New Jersey where they raised their family. After retiring, they lived in Vero Beach,
Fla., and Monument, Colo., before moving to Bigfork in 1994. They moved to Kalispell in January 2002.

Dorothy was preceded in death by her husband, Herb Anderson; her parents, Robert and Ann Donaldson;
brother, Alexander Donaldson, who was killed in action during World War II; her brother, Robert Donaldson;
her sister, Elizabeth Bjorkman; and a 16-year-old granddaughter, Lauren Anderson.

She is survived by her three sons, Herbert A. Anderson II and his wife Judy of Kalispell, Robert A. Anderson of
Hopkinton, Mass., and Eric C. Anderson and his wife Maxine of Seeley Lake; six grandchildren, Vicki Jones of
Powell, Ohio, Christie Anderson of Fort Collins, Colo., Katie Jones and husband Brian of Nampa, Idaho, Herbert
E. Anderson of Frenchtown, and Amy and Julie Anderson of Hopkinton, Mass.; and two great-granddaughters,
Megan and Allison Jones of Ohio.

Dorothy was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She enjoyed talking about her
mother being raised in Ireland and her father being raised in Scotland. She was an inspiration to all and will be
greatly missed by her family and friends.

Dorothy was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Kalispell.

Johnson Mortuary and Crematory is handling the cremation and a small family service took place on Jan. 6.
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SOFIA MARIE ANDERSON, INFANT
December 29, 2005 at 5:00 am | Daily Inter Lake

So�a Marie Anderson passed away Dec. 24, 2005, at the Bene�s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Great
Falls.

She was born on Dec. 23, 2005, at Kalispell Regional Medical Center.

So�a is survived by her parents, Lee and Heidi Anderson, of Kalispell; grandparents Dean and Linda Knutson,
of Polson, and George and Florence Anderson of Choteau; great-grandparents, George and Jean Anderson of
Blairstown, N.J., and Don McGuire of Bismarck, N.D.; aunts and uncles, Cory and Angie Knutson of Polson,
Heather Knutson of Polson, and George and Cindy Anderson of Big Timber; and cousins, Brooke, Beau, Kenzie
and Kylee Wegner of Polson.

While So�a's time with us was short, she brought a lifetime of love to her family and those who took care of
her in her time of need. Our lives were touched by this little angel and will be forever changed.

"We know you are smiling down upon us So�a Marie and we will never forget you."
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JACK LEE ATKINSON II, 59
March 27, 2005 at 5:00 am |

Jack Lee Atkinson II, 59, Lakeside resident, died March 21, 2005. He was cremated at Bu�alo Hill Funeral
Home.

Jack was born Nov. 2, 1945, in Muncie, Ind., to Jack L. Atkinson and Virginia (Robbins) Atkinson. He was the
eldest of four siblings.

Jack joined the Air Force in 1964, after high school, where he attained the rank of Sgt. E-4 and was honorably
discharged in 1968.

Jack lived in Minot, N.D., and attended Minot State College. He later worked as a salesman and merchandiser
at several local businesses in Minot. Jack worked for United Printing for many years.

Jack was an avid �sherman and enjoyed many hours on the Missouri River with family and friends catching
walleye.

Because of health reasons and his great love of the outdoors, Jack came to Montana where he continued to
make many new friends, learn how to cut wood Montana-style and skin a bear. Jack's remaining years were
ful�lled through the many friends that entered his life while living in Lakeside and the love he had for his
children.

Jack is survived by his four children: Todd Atkinson and wife, Elsa, of Texas City, Texas; Michelle Atkinson of
Minot; Tyler Atkinson and Sarah Atkinson, both of Fargo. Also surviving are his mother, Virginia Robbins
Atkinson, of Lakeside; brother, Dan Atkinson, and wife, Louise, of Lakeside; sister, Jill Hart, and husband,
Merrill, of Muncie, Ind.; and sister, Theresa Skinner, and husband, Je�, of Muncie. Jack had only one grandson,
Tanner Jessen.

He will be missed by many.

Memorial services will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, at the Lakeside Chapel in Lakeside, with Pastor John
Ulrich o�ciating. After the services a reception will be held at the Homestead Cafe in Lakeside.

A memorial fund has been established at Flathead Bank-Lakeside, P.O. Box 769, Lakeside MT 59922. Flowers
may be sent to 188 Troutbeck Road, Lakeside, MT.


