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On Jan. 1, 2020, Leigh
Gordon Herman of
Niarada, Montana, passed
away at 90 years of age in
Polson.

Leigh was born to
John Otho “Coke”
Herman and Louise
Ulrich Herman on Nov.
25, 1929, in Kalispell. He
was born into a ranch-
ing family, being the
only grandson of early
pioneer Johnny Herman,
who came to the Elmo/
Niarada area in 1888 and
established his ranching
headquarters just off the
Flathead Reservation.
Leigh attended schools in
Battle Butte, Lonepine,
Hot Springs and Kalispell.
After his father died
when Leigh was 13 years
old, his mother took
charge of running the
ranch. Leigh boarded
with different families in
Kalispell and Hot Springs.
He came home to help on
the ranch weekends and
during summer vacation.
Leigh graduated from
Flathead County High
School in 1947.

Following in the
footsteps of his grandfa-
ther and father, Leigh
continued the Herman
family ranching tra-
dition in Niarada. On
Sept. 24, 1958, he and
Judith Adelaide Mullen
were married in Polson.
This was the beginning
of their 56-year journey
together. Four children
were born to this union,
Patricia Louise, John

Leigh Gordon Herman, 90
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seml-truck

| to haul live-
stock within
the state

of Montana For a num-
ber of years, he custom

. hayed. It was not work all

the time, as he enjoyed

helping to produce local
rodeos. He also entered

these rodeos on his calf
horse “Jimmy.”

He became active in
the Western Montana
Stockman’s Association,
and over the years,
served on the board of
directors as secretary/
treasurer and president.
Other boards and commit-
tees Leigh served on were
the Hot Springs School
Board, Soil Conservation
Board of Sanders County,
Hot Springs Saddle Club
and the board of directors
of the LaRue Hot Springs
Museum. He was a
Mission Valley Elks Club
member for 42 years.

Leigh was versed on
many subjects, especial-
ly the history of early
western Montana. Leigh
was an avid reader. He
enjoyed visiting with
family and friends. In
later years, after his
gray horse was put out
to pasture, he could be

AcIo

seen driving around in
his '91 Ford pickup check-
ing neighboring towns
and ranches (as he said,
snooping).

Leigh was preceded
in death by his par-
ents, John Otho “Coke”
Herman and Louise
Ulrich Herman, and his
wife, Judith Herman.

He is survived by
his children and their
spouses, Patti, John and
Rae, Bob and Denise, and
Kay; 17 grandchildren
and their spouses, and 10
great-grandchildren.

Services will be at
Lonepine Hall, Lonepine,
on Friday, Jan. 10, at 2
p.m. A viewing will take
place before the service

from noon until 2 p.m. A
reception will follow the
service. Burial will take
place Saturday, Jan. 11,
at 11 a.m. at C.E. Conrad
Memorial Cemetery in
Kalispell.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made
to the LaRue Hot Springs
Museum, Hot Springs,
or Pinehaven Christian
Children’s Ranch, St.
Ignatius.

Memories and condo-

lences may be sent to the

family at www.thelakefu-
neralhomeandcremation.
com. Arrangements are
under the direction of
The Lake Funeral Home
and Crematory.

Carol Jean Herring, 71
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Carol Jean Herru?g
was born in North

Dakota, on Dec. 27, 1948,

to Art Thingstad and

Viola Seney Sundgren.
She was a lifelong resi-
dent of Kalispell. Carol

passed away unexpectedly
on Dec. 1, 2020, at the age

of 71.

Carol is survived by
her two sons, Howard
Trainer, John Trainer
and his wife Ashley of

Kalispell; five grandchil-
dren, seven great-grand-

children; sister, Judy
Kinyon, her husband,

/ A ax?.o_.-’ S e
death by
her moth-
er Viola
Sundgren,
father
Irwin
Thingstad,
f| stepfa-
ther Art
Sundgren, brother
Ronald Thingstad, sis-
ter Betty Thingstad and
great-granddaughter Katie
Jean Trainer.

Carol loved camping
and fishing. She will be
remembered for her love-
of adventure and her giv-

Edward, Robert Leigh
and Katherine Lea “Kay.” -
Aside from ranching,
Leigh wore different hats
over the years. During
the 1960s, he managed a
Christmas tree yard for
Walter’s Tree Company,
purchasing, grading and
shipping trees in the

fall. When the Kalispell
Livestock Auction
opened, Leigh worked at
the yards on sale days
for the next seven years.
For the next 13 years in
the 1970s, he was in the
trucking business with a

Clare, of Kalispell, sister,
Donna Ten Eyck; multi-
ple nieces, nephews and
friends.

She was preceded in

ing spirit.

A private family gath-
ering will be held at a
later date.
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