11 Aug 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Wallace, Lillian

Lillian Wallace, 99

Lillian Mae (Rice)
Wallace passed away at
her home in Spokane,
Washington, on, July 19,
2023.

Lillian was born, Nov.
14, 1923, in Roundup,
Montana, to Alfred and
Mpyrrh Rice. Lillian was
the oldest of 11 chil-
dren, and her siblings
described her as a true
family matriarch.

She married James
(Jim) Wallace on March
14, 1945. Lillian and Jim
moved to the Flathead,
settling in the town of
Hungry Horse where
Jim worked as a pow-
erhouse operator at
Hungry Horse Dam. In
1964, they relocated to
Columbia Falls. Jim and
Lillian enjoyed their
retirement being winter
snowbirds in Quartzite,
Arizona, where they
made friends from all

over the country. Lillian,

found comfort in her
faith in God; hymns
were her all-time favor-
ite music. Lillian taught
her children to love peo-

20 Jun 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Waller, Lloyd Kenneth

ple, to be kind, and to
work hard. 1

Lillian was preceded
in death by her hus- .
band.Jim.twolroth-
ers, Clyde and Clifford

Rice, Mfm%

Chercasen, Juanita
Langley, and Elaine
(Myrtle) Koepke. She
is survived by her chil-
dren, James Wallace
(Barb) of Columbia.
Falls, Gayle Lawrence,
and Jana Tucker of
Spokane; grand-
children, Wallace
(Susan) of Houston
Texas, Beth Wallace of

Washington, Zach ‘
Tucker (Lauren) of West
Seattle, Wi




29 Jan 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Walter, Josephine Susanna




15 Mar 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Ware, Joshua Ryan

Joshua Ryan Ware,
36, known to everyone

as Josh, passed away
Sunday, March 5, 2023 at

Donna Galligar (Draper)
and Patrick Ware on Dec.
24, 1986. He grew up in
Weiser and graduated
from Weiser High School
(Class of 2005). He enjoyed
playing video games with
friends and occasional
family wood cutting trips.
Feather, in 2007 on the
iconic social media plat-
form Myspace, which
he loved to joke about.
In 2008 he moved 10
Montana to be with her
and they were married
July 18, 2009, in the gor-

24 Nov 2023 pA8- Daily Inter Lake- Waterbury, Storm

Joshua Ryan Ware, 36

Storm Waterbury, 85 o

Storm Waterbury, 85,
passed away on Nov. 16,
2023. She was born on
Nov. 3, 1938, in Morenci,
Michigan to Edwin and
Ann (Belding) Sharr.

She leaves behind

Tnnner Waterbury
Tasha (Waterbury)
Dawson, Tiffany Lipp,
An’l‘anjta Anmn. Levi
derson, ua
‘Sheard, Laci (Drake)
Burk, Desiree (Drake)
Perkins; and numerous

grmt—smnddmdmn.
Kathy 5‘&?"&“" and
family in Washington.

Her husband, Jay of
63 vears; her parents,
and one grandson went
before her.

Storm wanted to
thank Hank and Barb
Peiper, Nina Sutherland
. and family, Larry
" Borton and G

Karen Palermo for their

kindness and friendship

the years.
e been a

They all
great blessmg to her.

Storm’s family would
like to thank Dr. Wanda

Corwin/Eisinger group,
where he loved helping
people find their dream

s. He enjoyed
snowb gaming,
shooting, or in his words

“making things go boom!”
Ithasbeensaidthnt.losh

loved his car almost as
much as his kids.

He was especially
proud of his YouTube
channel Silver Bullet
Gaming, where he show-
cased his love and knowl-
edge of gaming withh:ls
“Let’s play” videos.

Josh is proceeded in
death by his mother,
Donna Galligar. He is
survived by his wife,
Feather, their children,
Matthew and Ariel of

His tather
Patrick Ware of Fruitland

brother Mark (Samantha)
Galligar of Nampa ID,
step-father Mark (Wanda)
Galligar of Weiser ID,
step-siblings, aunts,
uncles, cousins, nieces
and nephews,
A Viking prayer that
Josh loved to share;
“QOdin, I bid you take
your place in the halls
of Valhalla, where the
brave shall live forever.
Nor shall we mourn but
rejoice, for those that
have died the glorious
death.”

Services will be held in
Idaho on March 16th 2023
at the Weiser Community
Church, and a memorial
later this summer with

Johnson-Gloschat Funeral
Home.



4 Aug 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Watson, Jacqueline

She is survived by
her sister, Sherry; broth- Kansas.

22 Oct 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Webber, Donald Ray

—

Uncle Don “Honey
Bear” Webber crossed
The Great Divide on Jan.
15, 2023. He was 80.

Donald Ray Webber

nance during the war. and became a supplier
specialist. ‘While stationed in of black powder fire-
‘While California, Don continued arms and all related
stationed his research of the Fur supplies. He traveled

at Travis Trade era of the west and the West attending Fur
was born Oct. 22, 1942, AFB in shooting muzzle-loading  Trade Symposiums and

' in Galesburg, Illinois, | California, firearms. He was instru- researching the era.

to Russell and Madge P% | he flew as  mental in starting two Don is survived by his
Webber, joining his flight main- different muzzle-loading brother, Ronald (Joyce)
older brother Ronald. He tenance on rifle clubs that are still ‘Webber; nieces, Julie
attended school there, a variety in-existence, attend- Davis and Judy Pensinger
then worked for a time of aircraft ed many Buckskinner of Galesburg, Illinois;

ing. Outstanding Unit Award retirement he helped start Columbia Falls, Don's

Don joined the US Air (2X), and Vietnam Service another Muzzle-loading ashes will be interred and
Force in 1964, and trained and Campaign medals for Rifle club, The Flathead a memorial gathering will
as an aircraft mainte- time spent in Da Nang Valley Muzzleloaders, be announced.

for the railroad, a facto- all over Rendezvous, and Fur his uncle, Leo "Hank”
ry, and briefly attended the world. Trade Celebrations. Dawson; and cousin,
' college. He was not inter- He was awarded the Air When he retired from = Cheryl Leach of Kalispell;
- ested in farming like his  Force Commendation the Air Force with 20 and grand nieces and
. father and brother and he medal, National years service he moved nephews.
. was said to prefer being  Defense Service medal, straight to the Flathead When the Veterans
; outside hunting and fish- Good Conduct medai, Valley of Montana. In Cemetery is opened in
|



12 Nov 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Weber, William B (Willie)
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7 May 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake

Valentine ‘Val’ Elizabeth Weisz, 94

! Valentine “Val” . ¢ the clubhouse, they were
. Elizabeth Weisz, 94, i playing with their many
\
\
\

away peaceful- friends.

on Jan. 6, 2023, in During Val’s sum-
the arms of her loving mers in Kalispell, she
daughter Janice, where and Howard delivered
she had resided, along “Meals-on-Wheels.” Val
with Janice's husband was a very social lady
Allen, for the last seven and she truly enjoved
years of her life. Janice visiting with the seniors
felt like the Lord had she served. She was such
rewarded her, by giving a kindhearted wife, moth-
her the honor of caring er and friend and was
for her Mother until her loved by everyone she

her in death in 1977 in = 4-H Club where Steve
Harbor Beach, Michigan. and .Janice were hoth
members and

milked cows and fed the Val worked tirelessly

will be
registered Hereford cat- at the clubhouse with ~ on May 25, 2023, at 11
tle they raised. Howard the holiday dinners a.m. at St. Matthew’s
worked for Flathead and fundraising events.  Catholic Church with
. County, where he built  Together, they were avid
and if they at Glacier Memorial

bridges during the day, card players
were

and later at Plum Creek not playing cards at Gardens.

2 Jan 2023 pA4- Daily Inter Lake- Welker, Donna Marie

Donna Marie Welker, 78
Donna Welker, of

spring. ' ,
Welker; her brother, Bill Condolences can be
Meech; and sons, Greg made at www.asperfh.
and Bruce com. i



18 Sep 2023 pA4- Daily Inter Lake- Weller, Rita Marie

-
G e—

", 62,

Rita Marie
went to the room that

God had prepared for her
June 3, 2023, while being

held in the loving arms of




19 Mar 2023 pA8- Daily Inter Lake- Wells, Aleatha

Idaho. Her daughter
vﬂdu (Jim) Clark of
Rathdrum Idaho.

Granddaughter

29 Oct 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Wells, Florence Kirkland

lung cancer. She was
born to Thomas and
Geneva (Verley) Kirkland
on Nov. 22, 1940, in Hot
Wells at the age of 17,
and the couple had two
daughters and three sons.
worked for School
District 5 for 25 years.
Starting as a teacher aide
at Hedges Elementary and
spending most of those
years as a hall monitor
at Flathead High School.

'Aleatha Wells, 87

Florence Kirkland Wells, 82

“the look.” _

After retiring, she
spent the next few years
as a roller operator on
her husband’s asphalt
crew. She was an avid

reader, gardener and
loved knitting and cro-
cheting for family and
friends. She is remem-
bered for her pies and"
candy and her happiest

moments were getting all

Valley; siblings,

Reynolds of Columbia

Falls, and Merrietta

Roberts of Columbia

Falls; 12 srandchndren. 3 i
-grandchildren, three

her siblings, Clifton
Kirkland, Neia- Watkins,
Althea Hemmer, Melvina
Hemmer and Janice
Holmes; and her husband,
Edward Wells.

held at 3 p.m. on Nov.
11, at the Cornerstone
Community Church,
followed by
a chili dinner. She will

be laid her to rest next
to her beloved husband



8 Oct 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Wells, Paul Lee
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31 Aug 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Wendt, Thomas (Whale)

Our friend Whale is
flying free. Thomas Lytle
Wendt was born to Otto
Carl and Idamae Lytle
Wendt, on Jan. 6, 1939, in
Harbor Beach, Michigan.

He passed away Aug.
16, 2023, at Heritage Place
in Kalispell, at the age
. of 84.

He served his country
in the United States Army
following graduation

. from Croswell-Lexington
High School. He also

- attended St.Clair County
Community College.

‘ He is survived by one

. son, Bret; two daugh-

. ters, Tracy and Tiffany.

18 Oct 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Whalen, Karen

Thomas “Whale” Wendt, 84
left Chicago him to have nursing care,
Heritage

Two sisters, Margie
Campbell of Lexington,
Michigan; and Gwen
Gadaire of Mooresboro,
North Carolina. One
brother, Terry (Pam)
Hewitt of Bechtlesville,
Pennsylvania. Along with
many nieces and neph-
ews.

He was preceded in
death by two sisters,

and drove

to the drop

| zone he

lenm of a new lifestyle
head-on and said, “I have
everything I need right
here.”

He had a heart for
others, was humorous,
compassionate, respectful,
and humble. He loved his
family, and he lgved his

Karen Marie Whalen,
71, passed away Oct.
8, 2023, at her home in
Creston. She was born
in Whitefish on Jan. 24,
1952. She was the daugh-
ter and first child of

Betty and Robert Lynn of

Columbia Falls.

In 1955, the marriage
between Robert and
Betty dissolved.

In 1956, Betty mar-
ried George Walker of
Columbia Falls. Later
that year, Karen and
her parents moved to
Cottage Grove, Oregon.
Karen was 4 years old.
They lived on a small
farm where Karen spent
her formative years. She
grew up to be a real cow-
girl. She had her own
horse that she rode every
chance she had.

In 1968, Karen and
her parents moved back
to Montana. Her parents
had bought the Isaac
Walton Inn in Essex,

whiw was
still a railroad hotel. At
" / LN LTl

w

age Karen
became a
waitress
and maid
at the Inn
as well as
keeping up
with her
studies at Columbia Falls
High School. She attend-
ed high school both

in Cottage Grove and
Columbia Falls as well
as studies at Flathead
Valley Community
College.

In 1971, Karen mar-
ried Michael Voigt of
Whitefish. The marriage
produced two children, a
daughter, Victoria; and
a son, Ronald. The mar-
riage between Michiael
and Karen dissolved
after 33 months.

In December of 1974,
Karen married Tomas
Whalen. Tom was a rang-
er stationed at St, Mary
in Glacier National Park.
After three years at St. p
Mary, Karen, Tom and

West Glacier where Tom
took a job as an electri-
cian for the park.

Tom and Karen lived
most their married life
in Glacier Park where
they spent many happy
years exploring the
wonders of the park by
foot, horseback, and
airplane (Tom was a
pilot), Tom retired from
the Park Service in
2004, after which he and
Karen bought a home in
Creston where she lived
until her death.

‘ Karen was an animal
lover who volunteered
many hours of her time
to the humane society in
the ‘80s as well as adopt-
ing some of the pets her-
self. She was also an avid
bowler. She taught youth
bowling in Columbia
Falls and participated in
league bowling up to the
time of her death. She
had ﬂ';le big heart as big
as !

w“ a fi »

Donna and Diane. sky family.

He loved skydiving Tom'’s ashes will be
and is well known by his ago, scattered over Skydive
skydiving name, Whale. pneumonia threat- Lost Prairie by his sky-
He made more than 3,400 ened his life, it was sky-  dive friends during a sky-
jumps before an accident divers and neighbors who dive dedicated to him.
interfered with his pas- kept going. When
sion. After recovering, he failing health called for

Karen Whalen, 71
an early the children moved to met,

As well as being a
loving wife and mother,
Karen worked in multi-
ple occupations during
her life such as bank
clerk, office manager,
store manager, waitress,
grocery clerk and traffic
control on road construc-
tion projects.

She is survived by
Tom, her husband of
49 years; daughter,
Victoria; son, Ronald;
four grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren;
brother, Bill Walker; sis-
ter, Mary Hall; as well as
multiple brothers-in-law,
sisters-in-law, nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m., on
Friday, October 20, at the
St. John Paul 11 Catholic
Church, Bigfork (U.S.
35 and Coverdell !hld)
Following the service,
interment wm | at

the Woodlawn
. in Col



1 Sep 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- White, Joseph (Sonny)

(Oomb) Wh.tte his eight

12 grandchil-
ﬁm. and 21 great-grand-
children.

24 Mar 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- White, Scott Alan

- Scott Alan White, 55

Scott Alan White, ball game. He was in
55, went to be with his = awe of the beauty of
Heavenly Father on - Montana, enjoyed camp-
March 22 after a quick ing, visits to the lake
battle with illness. and watching the deer

Scott was born in in his yard. Cheering

Rochester, Minn., but Grace on as she ran
moved to Seattle as a cross country and
young child. He grew up track, and listening to
in Seattle and graduated her sing in choir or in
from Chief Sealth High church always brought
School. Scott worked for him joy. Scott was an
Toyota and Chevy in active member of Trinity
Seattle and Burien and  Lutheran Church and
this is how he met his enjoyed his elder respon-
wife Laura when she sibilities. t ; -
bought her first car from Scott will be greatly

miss by his wife Laura;
'lhefamilylater their daughter Grace
moved to Beaverton, and his son Courtney;

Ore., and then to Lacey, and sister Dawn and
Wash. Scott faithfully husband Bryon; grand-
moved to support Laura children, Evan and
and her calling o be Miles, and many special
in Lutheran education. friends.
Most recently Scott was Scott was preceded
a financial planner for in death by his parents,
Thrivent Financial. Jim and Marie White.
Scott was a faithful Memorial gifts can
Seahawk fan. He loved  be made to Trinity
a Sunday filled with Lutheran School schol-
church and a good foot- arships.




20 Aug 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Widdowson, Carlene

22 Jan 2023 pA9- Daily Inter Lake- Wiggin, Thomas Ralph




5 Jul 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Williams, Kathleen Ann

Kathleen Ann Williams
of Columbia Falls entered Indiana.

with her son, erey. and
daughter-in-law, Sherry,
by her side and the rest
of her family with her in
heart and prayer.
Kathleen was born
Sept. 19, 1942 in m

she prayed for on a daily
basls,especmnythtfse‘m

Kathy to marry him band’s lunch every day
shortly thereafter and she and 1g her chil-
said a resounding yes! dren to be creative and
They were married May  imaginative. i

271961atSt Adalbert She was an extraordi-

- Catholic church in South nary watercolor and oil

-~
' 345
15 Mar 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Willoughby, Barbara

Barbara WIIIoughby, 105

Barbara Willoughby,
105, was born Feb 22, 1918
in California.

She died on March 10,
2023.

ment years and enjoyed
historic articles
for a local magazine, such

as picking asparagus for
work when she was very

young.

last 10 years at her son’s
residence in the Kalispell
area.

Arrangements are
in the care of Johnson-
Gloschat funeral home.

Henry; her son, Sean; and
her brother, Ray.
She is survived by
her sister, Betty; and
her four children,

Rebecca (B ) Homme
of West Glacier Montana.
She is also survived by
her ( Marc,
(Meghan) Wright,
Kenneth Sheppard,
Matthew, Sean (Alyssa),



29 Jan 2023 pA4- Daily Inter Lake- Wills, Robert Alan

Robert Ahu Wills, 75

B
4 s

5 Nov 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Wilson, Lona

Lona Wilson, 89 5




8 Jan 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Wilson, Kenneth

On Dec. 7, 2022,
Kenneth “Ken” Wayne
Wilson, of Kalispell
peacefully passed away
at Logan Health Medical
Center surrounded by his
wife, four children, and
several

Ken, the first of
three sons, was born
Feb. 15, 1932, in
Montana to Clyde and
Betty Wilson. They
moved to Smith Valley in
Kalispell in 1938, where
Ken attended Batavia
Elementary and Flathead
High School (FHS), gradu-
ating in 1950.

Ken joined the U.S.
Navy in 1951, working in
air intelligence; he took,

and intarprat.

Kenneth Wilson, 90

job.

college was for Potlatch
Forest as a special prod-
ucts salesman. In 1968,
he went back to college
and received his teaching
certificate. Moving to
Gardiner, Montana (north
entrance to Yellowstone
National Park), Ken
found his passion for
teaching industrial arts
(auto mechanics, weld-
ing, wood shop, and

at the high
school from 1968-1979.
Ken and Carolyn, both

from his classes, due
to their strong welding
skills. All of his children

skills were demonstrated
in the homes he built

for his family over the
vears. Ken also loved
woodworking and remod-
eling houses, then renting
them out. For over 20
years, (full-time for 10 of
those years), the couple
g&r Rvmmaking n-ii:nds
throughout the country.
A true Montanan, they
always returned to the
Kalispoll arca. FHS rce

~ ognizes his service as

a veteran annually on
Veteran's Day.

Ken is survived by
his wife, Carolyn, of
69 years; his brother,
George; his son David
and spouse Linda — two
grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren; his
son Steven and spouse
Barb — 13 grandchildren
and 16 great-grandchil-

A remembrance is
planned for Father’s
Day, June 18, 2023, at 1
p.m. at Hungry Horse
Reservoir at the Canyon
Creek campground to
celebrate Ken's life and
passion for the outdoors,

outdoors and ﬂ%

mgnmry
willlivoon.m <

1 wm 'hh
in his mem-



28 May 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Wolf, Robert (Bob)

Robert ‘Bob’ Wolf 87

Robert “Bob™ Wolf
of Columbia Falls, a
beloved husband, father,
grandfather, and uncle,
passed away peaceful-
Iy at his home in Las
Vegas, Nevada, on May
12, 2023, at the age of 87.

Bob was born to
Nicholas and Martha
Wolf and was preceded
in death by his parents,
his first wife, LeNae
(Gilsoul) Wolf; his broth-
er, Nick Wolfe; and
great-grandson, Oliver
Maclachian.

Bob is survived by his
loving wife of 33 years,
Tim ) Wolf,
(wburi (Ken) Webster, Jody
(Ian) Cenis, and his
stepsons, Tim (Sherry),
Mike; and Dennis
McCallum; and his sis-
ter, Darleen Young. He

12 Dec 2023 pA7- Daily Inter Lake- Woods, John Denis

John Dennis Woods,
77 of Whitefish, passed in
the comfort of his home
and surrounded by loved
ones on Dec. 8, 2023. He
was born to Christine

and Clyde Woods on Aug.

24, 1946, in Wyandotte,
Michigan. John was an
entrepreneur in a few
avenues, but mainly the

| real estate world, apprais-

| ing his way through the
Flathead Valley for over
15

ing the great outdoors,

years.
When it came to explor-

grandfa-
ther to
11 grand-
children

and nine

great-grandchildren.

Bob will be remem-
bered for his generosity,
love of animals, and
dedication to friends
and family. He enjoyed
the simple pleasures of
life, cooking, chatting
with loved ones, travel,
and en! . Bob
was loved by
many and will be greatly
missed.

A celebration of life |
will be held in his honor |
at Calvary Lutheran
Church in Kalispell on
Sept. 23, 2023, at 1 p.m.

|

John Dennis Woods, 77

~ ment in church home Wednesday, Dec. 13, at the
groups. He believed in the ia Mortuary, 1010
power of community, and Fourth Ave. W., Columbia
embraced the love and Falls. We will start with a
- peace that it him. viewing from 12 pm. to 1
 He is survived by his  p.m. followed by a memo-
daughters, Samantha, rial service from 1 p.m. to
Andrea and Kari; as well 2 p.m.
- as his granddaughter, John Dennis Woods
- Kalista. will forever be remem-
~ Educated at Michigan  bered by his family as
State University, he not having an adventurous
only spirit and admirable gen-
but also appraised the touched many
value of knowledge and lives. Let's keep exploring,
personal growth. When our loved ones
he wasn’t conquering the and embracing life’s wild
world in his appraisal ride.
affiliates business he could ~ Rest in peace John, and
Efoundindm:gmhis may your next traithead
- favorite hobbies, such as guide you towards clear
- backpacking (of course),  skies a c mountain
wm or views. out the best
in campsite, we will see you
games of pool as he held  soon. .
the championship of fami- Condolences for the
competitions. . family may be submitted
Join us in celebrating  online at www.AustinFH.
his journey on com.




9 Jun 2023 pA4- Daily Inter Lake- Woody, Georgina Kay

Georgina Kay Woody, 71

Georgina Kay Woody,

friends. Jimmy Dennis (Woody) Georgina gar-

71, went to heaven to be She and Georgina were oppo- dening, biking,
with her Lord and Savior grew sites forming a perfect softball, sun-tanning,
on June 2, 2023, peaceful- up and match, and they compli- traveling, attending rode-
ly while surrounded attended mented each other in all os, Christian rock/rap
her family after a long, school in  aspects of life. concerts, birthday par-
hard fight/battle with Libby with 1n1994630rginasprt ties and cooking meals
cancer. - e her three  ed a support group for family gatherings.

was ! niblﬂ, thebasementofﬂ:eold She especially loved the
June 2, 2023, in Kalispell - Assembly of God church. Fourth of July and fire-

to Neil and Phyllis Laurie. At a young age That little support group works. She was no doubt
Bertelsen. Georgina is  Georgina had a tender started with just her and afunmom.mndma.
precededindaathbyhu ‘heart for animals and one person, it then grew aunt and friend. She
father, Neil Bertelsen; she was always bringing and grew to become her enjoyed having backyard
her nephew, Steven home stray or injured life's passion. barbecues with her fami-
Tyler Bertelsen and animals. She spent many She ran Overcomers  ly complete with bonfires
i ) days swimming and.fish- for almost 30 years and baseball games. She
ing in Flower Creek as a faithfully and touched made everyone feel wel-
kid. She attended Libby the lives of thousands come in her home and
High School where she of people through that she always made sure
participated in cheer- outreach. She continued ywmwenmmM
leading. She worked at to lead Overcomers and  of. Georgina was a true
her family’s A&W, where support people up until  example of living like
she was assigned a her last days. She never Jesus did and everyone
carhop because cute girls gave up on anyone and who met her was blessed
brought in more custom- always-’saw the best in by her in some way. She
on
ve

Every Monday you

‘ aide and a lifeguard. She
; "'10ved0maka.ndﬂways

o gt y - ade ved cK 10 LIDDY al «lltr_' N& ||.n':" me o m. ] Memo
and her brother -4 even - m inis (Woody) ir need, if she saw an and condolences mdy
(Deb) Bertelsen, c 1 be shared by visiting
_ Georgina




12 Nov 2023 pA6- Daily Inter Lake- Woodward, Pauline




26 Mar 2023 pA4- Daily Inter Lake- Working, Helen F




28 Jul 2023 pA5- Daily Inter Lake- Wright, Destiny Marie




8 Feb 2023- online- Hungry Horse News- Wright, Howard Leroy

Howard Leroy Wright passed away on 14 Jan.

2023 in Lindon, Utah, a month shy of his 92nd birthday. Cremation has taken place and no
services are planned at Howard’s request.

He was born on 12 Feb. 1931 on the family farm near Big Sandy, Montana, as the youngest child of
John “Bert” Wright and Della Mae Swan/ Schwaberow. His parents gave him the name “Howard,”
but his brothers and sisters added “Leroy.”

Howard attended school in Big Sandy and graduated from high school in 1949. He was drafted
into the Army in 1951 and was selected to go to Southeastern Signal School in Camp Gordon,
Georgia. He was later reassigned to Germany.

After his discharge in 1953, he returned to Big Sandy and worked for Chouteau and Hill Counties
for a while. As a result of all his experiences, he became a jack-of-all-trades and was instilled with
a desire to help where he could.

He married Carrol Christenson in 1955. They bought a Nashua trailer and lived in it about a half a
mile out of town.

After several more odd jobs, he took the civil service exam; and in August 1957, he reported to
Calexico, California, and then El Paso, Texas, to become a Border Patrolman. After he graduated,
he was assigned back to Calexico. In 1958 he was transferred to Kettle Falls, Washington, which
was near his brother and sister in Spokane.

In October 1960, he was transferred to Minot, North Dakota. Two years later, he was transferred to
Plentywood, Montana.

In Plentywood, they bought an Arabian stallion and two mares with the idea of raising a couple of
horses. They also rescued a former race horse that had an unlimited amount of energy.

In June 1966, Howard was transferred to Sweetgrass, Montana; and they moved with four horses
and two boys to a farm just south of Sunburst. Since Sunburst was close to Carrol’s family in
Conrad and Great Falls and the two boys were close to school-age, Howard decided to try to stay
there while they were in school.

In 1970 he leased a plot of land at Pinnacle near Essex and started building a cabin, or, as he
referred to it, his “mountain home”. At first Howard and Carrol didn’t think they would install
electricity: but after the family spent many hours that first Christmas by the light of just a propane
lantern, they decided to have it installed.

Howard retired from the Border Patrol in August 1981, and he and Carrol moved to their
mountain home at Pinnacle.

Carrol had wanted to be a nurse, but she decided to get married and raise a family instead.

After Howard retired and the boys were at college, she applied to a nursing school in Richfield,
Utah; and they moved there for the duration of the schooling. She became an LPN, and they then
divided the year between the cabin, Conrad, the Kalispell area, and greater Salt Lake where Carrol
worked in part-time nursing positions.

In 1991 Carrol passed away from ovarian cancer, and Howard returned to his mountain home.

But winters were cold in Pinnacle. He bought a mobile home and started the snowbird life
spending summers at the cabin and winters down in southern California and Arizona visiting
friends and meeting others who had the same idea. He met Mary Blair from Missoula, Montana,



who shared many of his interests; and they started being snowbirds together. They even travelled
as far south as Sydney, Australia, to visit one of his sons.

By 2005, they decided that the mobile home was too big; and after Howard had a TIA,
arrangements were made for them to spend winters in a place in Yuma, Arizona, and summers in
Pinnacle and Missoula. They continued the snowbird life until 2014 when they moved to an
assisted care facility in Missoula, Montana.

Mary passed away several months later in 2015, and Howard moved to Orem, Utah, to be close to
his son and family.

Howard stayed with his son for a couple of years, and then settled into an assisted care facility
nearby.

He is survived by two sons, eight nieces and nephews, two grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and a brotherin- law.



